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X.ZSTIMO OF ClAIMS 

1. (canceled) 

2. (currently amended) A method of managing workload within 
a WFMS according to claim further comprising, 
when said analyzing step indicates that there is a priority 
execution indicator, said wms setting its own execution 
priority for WIMS internal processing to the execution 
priority specified according to said priority execution 
indicator. 

3. (original) A method of managing workload within a wms 
according to claim 2, further comprising, when said 
analyzing step indicates that there is a priority execution 
indicator, setting the priority of one or more messages 
relating to the processing of said activity are set to the 
execution priority specified according to said priority 
execution indicator. 

4. (canceled) 
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/5. (currently amended) A method of managing workload 
within a WEMS according to claim eloHn 4, further 
comprising, when said analyzing step indicates that there is 
a priority execution specification for said activity, 
assigning the priority execution Indicator of said priority 
execution specification of said activity to said activity. 

(currently amended) A comDuteri7.Pd method of managing 

workload within a mas aooocding tn olglm i, 

Wgrj^flQw-Mfln^qement -System fw m S) said methnri 
executable by said WFMS on at lr.;. ^ t one rnmnnter avsfr^. 

wherein said WmS COiPOrl^es a »r»,.o.. model. p 

po<^^\ qonyriging one or mQr«> ar»<v t ties b«>jnn the n»rti>« 

aybitgflgy qygph, and dir«.<.f ed «>daoB of aalrl q..p p|^ 

defining a potential ronfrol tApw within said nr»r.»« »^d.i , 
fiflid method eomnrlsina th^ sh^p ^ 

analyzing said process nip^o i to d^t«»rn.ine if a T>r<T ^f<t;Y 
exectftign Indicator is aa«im.»H ^- q one of 5.aid onp ot- ^ ^^^ 
activities within said Drorp«« p ,. del.' and wherein ^^i^ 
Prggg?? Bffdel is further analv>Art ^o ^eterml»^ <f ^-h^ ^^ ^ 
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priority execution speci fication associated with said 

activity, 

when said analyzing step indicates that there is a 
pyioritv execution indicator for an activity, said MFMS 
launching execution of said activity with an execution 
priority specified according to said priority execution 
indicator: and 

further oomprioing; - when there is no priority execution 
specification of said activity, analyzing for a priority 
execution specification of a . perf orioance sphere coaprislng 
said activity, said performance sphere con^rlsing a 
sub-graph of said process model associating a process 
execution indicator to activities within said performance 
sphere. 



(original) A method of managing workload within a WiMS 



execution specification of said performance sphere is 
located, assigning the priority execution indicator of said 




according to claim 6, further conqprising, when a priority 
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priority execution specification of said performance sphere 
to. said activity. 



(original) A method of managing workload within a WEMS 
according to claim further comprising, when a priority 
execution specification is not located for said performance 
sphere, analyzing said process model for i priority 
execution specification associated with said process model 
and assigning the priority execution indicator of said 
priority execution specification of aaid process model to 
said activity. 



JK^ (currently amended) A method of managing workload within 
a WEMS according to claim ei«4«-l-, wherein said activity 
requires a specific execution-environment and wherein said 



3107 (previously presented) A method of managing workload 
within a WEMS according to claim 2, wherein said activity 
requires a specific execution-environment and wherein said 
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launching further comprises mapping said priority execution 
indicator to a value based on said activity's specific 
execution environment. 
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launching further comprises mapping said priority execution 



"3rl. (previously presented) A method of managing workload 
within a WEKS according to claim 3, wherein said one or more 
messages are communicated along a communication-system and 
wherein said launching further comprises mapping said 
priority execution indicator to a value in accordance to 
said communication-system. 



(original) A method of managing workload within a WFMS 
according to claim 3, said launching further comprises said 
WEMS launching execution of said activity directly by 
calling said activity with said execution priority. 




(original) A method of managing workload within a WETfS 



according to claim 3/ wherein said launching further 
comprises said WEMS launching execution of said activity 
indirectly by sending said activity a message set to said 
execution priority and said activity being responsive by 
setting its execution priority accordingly. 
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(currently amended). A data processing program for 
execution in a data processing system comprising software 
code portions for performing a method for managing workload 
within a Workflow-Management-System (WiMS) said method being 
executable by said WiMS on at least one computer system, 
wherein said HEMS comprises a process model, said process 
model comprising one or more activities being the nodes of 
an arbitrary graph, and directed edges of said graph 
defining a potential control flow within said process model, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

analyzing said process model to determine if a priority 
execution indicator is assigned to one of said one or more 
activities within said process model-*-^ wher«.i« 
E Tocess model js furfher analv^^H i-» H etermin.. ^f h>^ ^rf r 
priority pxgctftipp snPcif icatinn ^ ssoclnl-^rf w.^>, 
activity. 

when, said analyzing step indicates that there is a 
priority execution indicator for an activity, said WIMS 
launching execution of said activity with an execution 
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priority specified according to said priority execution 
indicato r; and 



H hQn therg 1^ no pyioritv execution ■ ^no^ ifirai- inn »f 

SPld activity, anaXvzina for a .v^^.^ ^^^ 

specif ic^t;l9n of » performancP sph^ra ^^i ro rislna 
^gtlvitYf said performance sphere romnrislnn . -^^^^-n' f Th nf 
flfl^tf PffOCgss model «ssQcia«rin« ^ progA..»« e xecution Inrti^ ^^^^ 
to activities within n^jd PRrforman ce sohprft . 

(currently amended) A program storage device readable 
by machine, tangibly embodying a program of Instructions 
executable by the machine for performing method steps for 
managing workload within. a Workf low-Management-System (WEMS) 
said method being executable by said WSHS on at least one 
coi.«)uter system, wherein said WSMS comprises a process 
model, said process model comprising one or more activities 
being the nodes of an arbitrary graph, and directed edges of 
said graph defining a potential control flow within said 
process model, said metHod comprising the steps of: 
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analyzing said process model to determine if a priority 
execution Indicator is assigned to one of said one or more 
activities within said process model««d wherein ..in 
process podel i^ farther anplv^Pd ho H.^^ ^- ^n^ ,^0.. ^ 

py^grUY execvUpn sppri f tcatl<.« ...r.^< .^t.A ^^.k ^ ...^ 
actlvll-v. 



when said analyzing step indicates that there is a 
priority execution indicator for an activity, said HEMS 
launching execution of said activity with an execution 
priority specified according to said priority execution 

indicato r; an^ 

wn^B thf^rP Iff priority ^y^tir^r. op p..^^,^...- 
. ^peplficafjop Of , pprfonnanre «nh... ^r rTT— -.M 

said process n,oc^q; assoriatlna a orn....^ ^^^^ ttlon inH...^ ^. 
aCtlvitiPS within T r- ^rfarm^no, ,p K^>^ 
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>«T (currently amended) A system for managing workload in a 
computer system comprising: 

a Workflow-Management-System (WEMS) on at least one 
computer in said system, said WFMS con«>rises a process 
model, said process model comprising one or more activities 
being the nodes of an arbitrary graph, and directed edges, of 
said graph defining a potential control flow within said 
process model; 

at least one processor component for analyzing said 
process model to determine if a priority execution indicator 
is assigned to one of said one or more activities within 
said process model*-^ wherein ...ih nr«r.... 

. ftfi;they analyzed tn det«>rtnino if thoT-^ ts a priori 

execution specification aasori^i-oH with sairi ft ^«-<»««-Y. 

an activity launching component for causing said WIMS 
to launch execution of .said activity, when said analyzing 
step indicates that there is a priority execution indicator 
for an activity, said WfMS launching execution of said 
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activity with an execution priority specified according to 
said priority execution lndicatori_ansi 

uhpn there Is 1^ 9 nrloritv execution speclticatlQn of 
aatd activity. said at least on*^ processor — COlBftppgnt 
analyzing for a p r iority exeeution specification of. g 

r,Arfnr«ance sphere comprising said a^tlvitY i SSiSi 

performance sphere comDriaina a a ub-araph of said proCQ^S 

model associating a proc< i»ss execution incj^-c^tpi; £a 

artivlties within s aid performance SPhere. 
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